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Village Hall will 
be closed on 

 

Presidents Day 
February 15th, 2021 

Electronics Recycling including Christmas Lights  
Christmas Holiday lights can be recycled at the year-round electronics collec-

tion at 940 W. Broadway Ave. in Winthrop Harbor, Monday-Friday from 8:30 

a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  For a list of other acceptable electronics, please visit 

www.winthropharbor.com in the Public Works section. 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Officers of the Winthrop Harbor Police Department 

were recently invited to a young residents birthday, so 

they stopped by when they had a moment during their 

shift to  wish him a happy birthday.  To their surprise, 

the young man had prepared goody bags to help them 

through the rest of the night! 

Both the Winthrop Harbor Police and Fire Depart-

ments helped make the pandemic a little less worri-

some for many of our younger residents throughout 

2020 by participating in birthday parades when they 

were available! 

Watch Village Board meetings live! 

https://tinyurl.com/whstream  
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Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096 
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E-mail: info@winthropharbor.com  Web site: www.winthropharbor.com  

 

-  VILLAGE HALL BUSINESS HOURS  - 

Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

Board / Committee Meets Every Time Location 

Village Board of Trustees 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. Virtual  

Planning & Zoning Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. TBD 

Economic Development Com. 2nd Wednesday 6:00 p.m. TBD 

Recreation Advisory Com. 2nd Monday 6:30 p.m. TBD 

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911 

 

Northern Lakeshore Trail Connectivity Plan 

COVID-19 obviously hampered the efforts of many last year and the 

Northern Lakeshore Trail Connectiv-

ity was not spared.  

The Draft Trail Connectivity Plan 

was released in July of 2020 and has 

been very well received.  You can 

read the entire 85-page draft plan on 

the Connectivity website below.  

Stay tuned for more project updates 

i n  t h e  c o m i n g  m o n t h s !  

#ConnectTheNorthernLakeshore 

#OnTo2050 

 

www.ConnectTheNorthernLakeshore.com  

Trustee Liaison 

Buddy Hargett Com. Development 

John Levin Fire / EMS 

Robert Marabella Public Works 

Dana McCarthy Police / EMA 

Fritz Weiss Finance 

Alanna Whitmore Parks & Recreation 

Village Administrator 

Gregory Jackson 
(847) 872-3846 

Administration 

Julie Rittenhouse, Director 
(847) 872-3846 

Community Development 

Pat DiPersio, Director 
(847) 872-8699 

Fire / EMS 

Justin Stried, Chief 
(847) 872-5957 

Parks & Recreation 

Scott Fuller, Director 
(847) 746-3505 

Police / EMA 

Joel Brumlik, Chief 
(847) 872-2131 

Public Works 

Tim Neargarder, Director 
(847) 872-5275 

Note: In an effort to protect staff and members of our community, the Village of Winthrop 
Harbor is following all applicable regulations and restrictions as outlined by Governors 
Order(s) in regards to meetings and when they can be conducted in-person versus re-
motely. Given the dynamic nature of COVID-19 restrictions, the format and frequency of 
our meetings may change after the publication of this newsletter.  Please contact Village 
Hall at 847/872-3846 should you have any questions. Thank you! 

http://www.winthropharbor.com/submissions


Winthrop Harbor - Proud to be the Cornerstone of Illinois 

Dear Friends and Neighbors,  

 Happy New Year. Happy 2021 and good riddance to 2020. I feel fairly 

confident that most of our community feels the same. Though we are in a new 

year COVID has not been abated, but a light appears to be at the end of the 

tunnel. A vaccine has been developed and is now being administered. I encour-

age everyone to go to the Lake County Health Department website and espe-

cially https://allvax.lakecohealth.org/  for more information.  

 It is my sincere hope that that beginning this month and the weeks 

shortly thereafter we will see mitigation restrictions decrease and eventually 

disappear. I think we all recognize there will be a new normal in the wake of 

this pandemic, but at some point we need to be breaking bread inside our res-

taurants, sipping beverages with friends and playing sports – not only indoors, but outdoors as well. 

Most importantly, we need to see a resurrection of our business com-

munity. To this end Village Government continues to keep communi-

cating with business owners linking them with and in some cases di-

rectly assisting in securing grants and other funding. Since our efforts 

have started local businesses have secured over $150,000. 

 From March 2020, the beginning of the pandemic, Village Gov-

ernment has made staffing adjustments and reprioritized the expendi-

ture of reduced and limited financial resources. However, we did not 

stop moving forward. Our work has always been about response and 

recovery. We have capitalized on intergovernmental relationships to 

secure funding in an effort to offset revenue losses. Though we didn’t 

completely recover these losses through intergovernmental sources we 

have offset $306,000 with CARES Act funding. We received word at the end of the calendar year that 

the grant for the Public Works Building construction has been released. Concerned that funding would 

be held up due to the pandemic this was an exciting call to receive. From my first day in office, I was 

vocal in my position of not placing this necessary work and expense - $614,000 - on the back of our resi-

dents. In 2021, ground will break and construction begin. In addition, we will be moving forward with 

road repairs utilizing not only Motor Fuel Tax Dollars, but newly received LPA Funds that over three 

years will total $444,000. We cannot do everything that needs to be done, and that is much, but we will 

get the bang for our buck based on the plan put together by Administration and Public Works. 

 During this month and next staff will be developing the FY 21/22 Operating and Capital Im-

provement Budgets. An assessment of Fire Department staffing and service delivery is taking place to 

ensure that with an aging demographic our emergency medical services are able to meet community 

demands. A trend over the past two decades has seen an increase of EMS calls and a lessening of fire 

responses. We must adapt to meet that need.  

  

           (Continued on page 4) 

“Happy New Year, 

Happy 2021 and  

good riddance to 

2020!” 

https://allvax.lakecohealth.org/


 

Partnership Program with the Zion-Benton Public Library – Good To Go Bags 
For the last 2 years now, The Zion-Benton Public Library has partnered with the Village of Winthrop Har-

bor in offering free Library programming within the Village. This partnership has been a great success. 

Continuing this programming, we are pleased to announce a new program that is available for Pre-K – 

12th grades! 

 

Good To Go Bags contain an age appropriate activity and a snack and are FREE! One bag will be given out 

per child. There are 25 bags available for Pre-k, 25 for K-5th grades, and 25 bags available for 6th-12th 

grades. Pre-Registration is required and you can find the link to register for these bags on the WH Recrea-

tion Facebook page. The next registration period will be from February 1, 2021 through 11:59pm on Febru-

ary 12, 2012, while supplies last. 

 

The February offerings will be available via curbside pickup up at the Schlader Recreation Center on 2/18 

from 4:30pm – 6pm. 

 

This new program is scheduled to be held each month, so please look out for more information including 

the monthly registration dates on the WH Recreation Facebook page. 

 

Winthrop Harbor Baseball/Softball ~ 2021 
Registrations for the upcoming 2021 Baseball/Softball season will begin on Monday, February 15th and 

end on Sunday, March 14th.  

 

We hope that everyone stays safe and healthy during these difficult times, and continues to practice mask-

ing & social distancing.  Please check the Village website and WH Recreation Facebook page regularly for 

information on upcoming Go! Winthrop Harbor events, Classes, facility openings, programming and more. 
 

(MAYOR’S DESK — Continued from page 3) 
 

 We will formally recognize this week and have a calendar of events beginning March 2nd to include 

department tours, information sessions, and meet and greets with your elected officials. Additional infor-

mation will be released as we near the date.  

 

 Staff and the Village Board will be discussing the viability of mobile food vending while making sure 

– especially in these difficult times – that our local restaurants, our brick-and-mortar property tax paying 

food service businesses are always front and center and a priority. Staff and the Village Board will also be 

discussing the development of a community garden and look to finally launch the new Village website. In 

addition, the Village Board will look to approve and staff to implement a grant incentive program for our 

Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District. This is an opportunity to collaborate with businesses in the TIF 

District with improvements that complement the Village downtown development and comprehensive plans 

while also providing funding to support those business development/redevelopment efforts. 

 

 We are still responding to COVID with all its uncertainties and every changing requirement. We are 

also working toward recovery. With reduced resources, competing priorities and ongoing reprioritizations 

our eye remains to tomorrow. I look forward to being able to see you all around town. 

 

 Dr. Michael A. Bruno, Mayor  



Lock, Take, Hide! 
Although we are feeling the cold, it still does not 

stop the criminals and we along with surrounding 

communities have had numerous reports of burgla-

ries to motor vehicles over the last month in addi-

tion to several cars being stolen out right.   Please 

remember to LOCK your cars, TAKE your keys 

and most importantly, HIDE any valuables from 

plain view.  

Be safe and be seen 
Illinois law requires drivers to turn on headlights 

when operating windshield wipers, even when it’s 

daylight.   So, if there’s rain, snow or even inclem-

ent weather such as fog, make sure you turn your 

headlights are on! This makes your vehicle more 

visible to other drivers, reducing the chance of acci-

dents.  

Stay informed 

 

Internet: www.whpd.org 

Twitter:  @HarborPolice 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/WHPOLICE 
 

POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

www.winthropharborfire.org www.whpd.org 

There is something about the winter months and curling 

up with a good book by the fireplace. But, did you know 

that heating equipment is one of the leading causes of 

home fire deaths? With a few simple safety tips and pre-

cautions you can prevent most heating fires from happen-

ing. 

FACT 
 

Half  of  home heating fires are 
reported during the months  

of  December, January,  
and February 



ed areas and consider installing specific products 

made to insulate water pipes, like an insulated pipe 

sleeve, heat tape or similar materials. 

4. Open doors. When cold weather is in the fore-

cast, opening cabinet doors in the kitchen and bath-

room can help. This allows heat to seep into cabi-

nets and circulate warmer air around plumbing. 

5. Check hoses and sprinklers. Before cold air 

arrives, it’s best practice to drain any water from 

sprinklers’ supply lines following your manufactur-

er’s or installer’s directions. Don’t forget to remove, 

drain and store hoses used outdoors. Please do not 

use antifreeze in any of these lines though as it is 

environmentally harmful and dangerous to hu-

mans, pets, wildlife and landscaping. Frost-free 

hose bibs are the best solution to prevent frozen 

pipes. 

 

On top of these tips, it’s always important to make 

sure any home renovations use the most recent 

building and plumbing codes, which will help keep 

your family safe and also help you save money 

down the line on unnecessary repairs and mainte-

nance. 

  

For additional information please contact the 

Building Department by calling 847-872-8699 Ext. 

4011 or by emailing   

pdipersio@winthropharbor.com  

 

Local Business Happenings 
 

NEW LOCATION  

Look for Michelle Fonk in her new office in the Har-

bor Optical building. Here are the details; 

 

Michelle Fonk 

Independent Insurance Agent 

Phone: 224-789-7221   

Fax: 224-789-7159 

Email: Michelle@FonkInsurance.com 

 

1011 Sheridan Rd Unit B 

Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096 

www.fonkinsurance.com 

The Community Development Department oversees 

the Village Building Department functions as well 

as Land Use and Economic Development planning. 
 

For additional information stop by our office at Vil-

lage Hall, visit the Community Development web 

page at www.winthropharbor.com or call us at 

(847) 872-8699 extension 4011. 
 

For a complete listing of available commer-

cial properties visit the Community Develop-

ment page of the village website under 

“Available Buildings and Sites”.. 

International Building Codes—Preparing 

for Winter! 
 

The Village follows the nationally accepted Interna-

tional Code Council (ICC) Residential and Building 

Codes which are designed to ensure the safety of 

the built environment. Here are 5 tips provided by 

Mike Pfeiffer, senior vice president of Technical 

Services at the International Code Council, to use 

this winter to help prevent unnecessary costs; 

 

1. Own your thermostat. Many households bat-

tle over what temperature to maintain. While the 

debate can get “heated,” an ICC representative sug-

gests keeping the thermostat setting constant. 

When it’s very cold and you keep changing the ther-

mostat, it will be harder for your heating device to 

bring your home back up to your desired tempera-

ture. 

2. Let those faucets drip. When a cold snap 

pushes into the area, it’s a good idea to let water 

drip from the faucet. Make sure it’s cold water since 

running cold water through the pipes, even a trick-

le at a time, helps prevent freezing. This is espe-

cially true on exterior walls where there may be 

limited insulation. 

3. Insulate. During winter you want to stay warm 

-- well, so do your pipes. Add insulation to attics, 

basements and crawl spaces. Seal up cracks and 

openings along the perimeter of your home where 

cold air can blow through and cause pipes to freeze. 

Be sure to check for exposed water lines in unheat-

mailto:pdipersio@winthropharbor.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20WH%20Newsletter
mailto:Michelle@FonkInsurance.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20WH%20Newsletter
http://www.fonkinsurance.com
http://www.winthropharbor.com


 

WINTHROPHARBORPUBLICWORKS 
 

SNOW SHOVELLING MADE EASIER 

With early winter storms, most residents have experienced snow removal already this season. As more accumulating 

snow is likely this winter, keep these steps in mind to make your snow removal efforts easier. First, please remem-

ber that it is hazardous to shovel, plow or blow snow from your driveway or 

sidewalk onto a public street. By following the simple diagrams below, you can 

maintain your property and keep surface streets clear. Shovel the snow away 

from your driveway apron to the side, in the direction of traffic. Clear a space 

on the side that the Village snowplow will approach from so that the snow fills 

in the pocket before it hits the end of your driveway. Doing so will allow you to 

have the widest entry possible to your driveway after a measureable snowfall. 

 

DAMAGED MAILBOXES 

If Village snow clearing operations cause damage to your residential mailbox 

you may be eligible for repair or replacement under the Village’s mailbox re-

placement policy.  Upon notification of damage, the Village will verify eligibil-

ity and provide residents with a temporary mailbox until weather permits re-

pairs or replacement. If the damaged mailbox is identified as beyond repair, 

the resident is provided with two methods for replacement: 1) Replacement by 

the Village will include a wood post with post anchor stake and a standard 

black or white steel mailbox in compliance with Village Code. Residents that prefer to have a different style mailbox 

will need to install the mailbox on their own, or 2) Residents may replace their own mailbox and are eligible to re-

ceive up to $45 in reimbursement. To be eligible, the mailbox must be installed according to specifications defined in 

the Village Code.  Contact Public Works at (847) 872-5275 or publicworks@winthropharbor.com with any questions. 

We’re here to help! 

mailto:publicworks@winthropharbor.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Newsletter


Resident Quick Reference Guide 

 

 
 

 

 JANUARY FEBRUARY 
Village Hall Closed - - 1st, 18th 15th 

Board of Trustees Meeting Tuesdays 7pm 19th 2nd & 16th 

Economic Development Meeting Wednesdays 6pm TBD TBD 

Recreation Board Meeting Mondays 6:30pm TBD TBD 

Planning and Zoning Board Meeting Tuesdays 7pm TBD TBD 

Good-to-Go Bags Pick-up Thursday  - 18th 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

MARCH 2021 

For full details and the latest updates, visit the on-line 

Community Calendar at www.winthropharbor.com.  

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

JANUARY 2021 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

FEBRUARY 2021 


